CHAPTER  II
INTIMATIONS  OF  IMMORTALITY

Non omnis moriar

MAN'S spiritual growth under the influence of civilisa-
tion is almost universally marked by a developed
sense of fraternity and equality; by a breaking down
of partition walls between nationalities and classes ;
by a sympathy which is, at root, a sense of unity,
of sameness, of solidarity of interests. A further
effect of this deepening of self-consciousness, of this
"explicitation" of our dim spiritual instincts, whereby
the foundations of our being become more distinctly
revealed to us, is an extension of a like sympathy
to the whole sentient world; a tenderness for the
lower animals, proportioned to the measure of their
nearness to our own humanity. But more significant
still is a developed love and affection towards inani-
mate Nature, a so-called, but miscalled, " pantheism "
of the Wordsworthian type, whose motive and char-
acter are altogether different from those of that true
pantheism, which is directly developed from polythe-
ism by the unifying tendency of philosophical reflec-
tion. Rightly interpreted it is not the recognition of
God, but the recognition of Self, in Nature that is the
secret of the Wordsworthian sentiment. It is the
same sort of " homing " instinct as that which fills us

with a tenderness for all the haunts and associations
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